FLORIDA ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC HEALTH NURSES, INC.

2007 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP AND BUSINESS MEETING

JULY 30, 2007

Meeting called to order and all members were welcomed by Stephanie Vick, President, at 2:45 p.m. 

Marie McMillan, Secretary, announced that a quorum of board members and officers was established with twelve of thirteen present.  57 members in good standing were present.  38 (2/3) “yes” votes would be needed to approve any motions brought to the board during this meeting, as per by-laws.

Ms. Vick introduced the 2006 – 2007 Board members and announced the results of the voting for the 2007 – 2008 Board of Directors:


President-Elect:
Cindy Studenic-Lewis

1st Vice President:
Kathy Mason

2nd Vice President:
Cindy Whetsell

Treasurer:

Amalia Kane-Crawford


Board Members:
Diana Coyle





Faye Coe




Naomi Benton-Brown

Stephanie encouraged all members to consider becoming an active, participating board member in the future.  FAPHN is now over 400 members strong.  Other options are to join one of the many FAPHN committees.

President’s Annual State of the Organization Report
Ms. Vick invited members to review her full report which was contained in the conference notebook. Highlights summarized for conference attendees included:
· Membership involvement in the Florida Nurses Summit in Orlando that allowed FAPHN to participate in statewide discussions re: nursing shortages and highlight challenges specific to public health. 

· Development of a 3 - 5 year strategic plan for the organization which includes outreach, marketing, and collaboration with other entities/agencies/organizations; enhancing the benefits of membership; communications via the newsletter, regional conferences, co-sponsorship of conferences; and grant applications to enhance FAPHN’s fiscal position with a goal of hiring an executive director. 

· A grant was submitted to Robert Wood Johnson Foundation but was not selected. 
Secretary’s Report
Marie McMillan asked members present to review the minutes from the 2006 Annual Business meeting, which were included in the conference notebook.  Seeing no corrections or discussion a motion was made to accept the minutes followed by a second and unanimous vote. Marie reported that the Board of Directors met monthly via conference call utilizing the new conference call service which FAPHN has secured. Special thanks to Stephanie Vick and Amalia Kane-Crawford for securing this service.   Committee conference calls are also held using this service. The board also met face-to-face on three occasions.  Marie advised that the official association notebooks containing all board meeting minutes and other official business were available for any member to review.  
Treasurer’s Report

Amalia Kane-Crawford distributed the FAPHN Annual Financial Report which included a summary of income and expenses since inception of FAPHN.  She stated that we are a maturing nonprofit organization, having obtained our 501 (c) 3 September 16, 2006.

Amalia reported that the FAPHN checking account had a balance of $21, 861.19 as of June 30, 2007.  In addition, $5000.00 was deposited in a 7 month CD this past year and thus far has earned $41 in interest.  These funds are specifically ear-marked for awards and scholarships.  Our vision, mission, and values guide us in what we do and how/what we chose to contribute our funds to.  Amalia announced that our first paid advertisement in the FAPHN Voice was made by the University of Florida.  The newsletter is a mechanism for members to express themselves – all are welcome to submit information and contributions. 
Committee Reports

Full Committee Reports were available for reading in conference notebooks and will be posted on the FAPHN website.  Additional information presented:

Education:  Charlotte Curtis reported that FAPHN co-sponsored a Preparedness conference with Collier County CHD and the DOH Director of Nurses Leadership meeting in Orlando this past year.  The Education Committee solicited, reviewed and selected Poster Presentations for this year’s conference.  She encouraged all conference participants to view each poster and vote for the best in each category (i.e. student and PHN).  The Committee is planning a Regional Education Conference with AHEC in the panhandle area in October; topic will be HPV vaccine.  
Membership:  Sharon Surrency reported that the committee met several times through conference calls and developed a list of recommendations to promote membership.  She encouraged input/suggestions from the general membership.
By-laws:  Kim Curry reported that there were no substantive changes to the by-laws this year.  She encouraged members to send forth suggestions for any needed changes.  Members need to advise the Board what they want their organization to look like. 

Nomination:  Linda Bilyeu reported that the slate of officers and board members was developed and presented to the membership for voting. She described challenges she had in contacting members who had expressed an interest in running for office and requested that members contact FAPHN when addresses, phone numbers change.  
Awards:  Diana Coyle reported that two $500 scholarships and two awards, Public Health Nurse and Public Health Nurse Leadership will be presented at the conference luncheon on July 31, 2007.   In addition, certificates of appreciation will be awarded to those agencies/organizations with 100% of their nurses enrolled as members in FAPHN.
(NOTE.  Winners were:  

 Scholarships:      RN to BSN - Estoria Sirmans
    Advanced Practice - Susan Holland

           Awards:
    Outstanding Public Health Nurse – M. Catherine Danahy
    Outstanding Public Health Nurse Leadership – Lynn   Elliott).

Mini-grants:  Amalia Kane-Crawford reviewed the mini-grant selection process.  $3500.00 was awarded last year. Mini-grant recipients from 2006 will present their projects later in the agenda.  Mini-grant recipients for 2007 will be announced later in the agenda. 
Communications:  Ethel Edwards thanked Amalia Kane-Crawford for her ongoing commitment as editor of the FAPHN Voice.  This past year, the Board established a mechanism for groups to pay for advertising space in the newsletter.  Ethel also reported that she attended and participated as a FAPHN representative in a networking opportunity at the University of South Florida.
Stephanie reviewed and reported on progress made on the 2006 conference attendee comments and suggestions.  
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recommendations progress...


The board discussed FNA/FAPHN collaboration and support and agreed that that process shall continue but that FAPHN is an independent organization that needs to focus solely on issues of importance for public health nursing. 

All members were encouraged to sign up for and participate in a committee of their interest.  Most of the committee work is done via monthly conference calls and allows all members to be a part of the organization’s progress.
Open Membership Forum
Much discussion ensued re: recruitment and retention of nurses into public health as well as the importance of mentoring new and “seasoned” nurses so at to maintain our workforce.  Also, how are we elevating the concerns of public health nurses to others outside of public health?  These issues are being evaluated at a number of levels and through several venues; i.e. FNA, DOH Nurse Practice Council, Schools/Colleges of Nursing, etc.

The discussion evolved into the development of a position paper that could be presented to legislators, on request, or other forums where FAPHN could illuminate a topic of importance to public health nursing and our membership.  

A motion was made by Diana Welch to establish a committee to look at the process of developing position papers.  A second was made by Judy Nuland.  Discussion followed re: the need for a time line and perhaps having the committee solicit input from the general membership and prioritize the top 3 – 5 issues for the new Board to develop position papers. The motion was amended to add that the committee would report their findings to the Board within 6 months.  Motion carried by members present with no dissenting votes. 
A motion was made by Amalia Kane-Crawford that FAPHN members would immediately begin to submit 1 – 2 priority issues to the board that could be used as topics for the position paper.  Diana Coyle provided a second.  Discussion followed re: the need to put information re: Medicaid Reform or place a link on FAPHN website to AHCA.  Motion was voted on and carried with no dissenting votes.   
Seeing no other business, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made at 4:45 p.m. with a second motion being made by Diana Coyle.  The motion was unanimously approved.  

Submitted by Marie McMillan, Secretary
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